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We are quickly approaching the summer 
months and I am already dreading the heat.  
It has been a very enjoyable spring with the 
temperatures in the 60’s and 70’s but the rain 
has been over the top.  I feel really sorry for 
all of you that have to deal with the floods 
around the Red River.  It is amazing how it 
reminds us of the 1990 flood.  I remember it 
well because of all the “I Survived The Flood” 
tee shirts we printed.  It was a tragic event for 
some and a boom for others.  The rains have 
brought havoc to the scheduling of baseball 
and soccer events this spring.  My grand kids 
have lived in sadness because of the games 
canceled.  It was during one of the games that 
survived the rain that I was questioned about 
a local athlete that had excelled in volleyball 
but wasn’t being recruited by any colleges.  
There was a lot of disbelief in the voice of the 
person asking the question.  He shared with 
me all the accomplishments this athlete had 
registered and just couldn’t understand why 
she wasn’t being sought after.  I am passing 
on to you what I told this person and I also 
hope that some of the information will help if 
you have a similar situation.  
In the world of volleyball recruiting you find 
a vary narrow opportunity of being seen by 
college scouts.  The problem that exist is that 
most colleges that offer volleyball for ladies 
have no one on the road scouting.  The col-
lege volleyball season runs at the same time 
as the high school season so it would be rare 
to find a college scout in  the bleachers.  Be-
cause of limited budgets colleges are unable 
to fund scouts that go out and visit actual 
games being played.  “Well then how do they 
find out about these exceptional players?”  
The answer to this question is CLUB SPORTS.   
Club sports have been around for some time 
and are not sponsored by the high schools.  
They are organizations that are formed by 
parents that understand the need to have 
their athletes exposed to college coaches.  
The club season usually runs after the high 
school season allowing the college coaches 
to attend the tournaments.   Some of the larg-
er tournaments are staged in Dallas, Houston, 
New Orleans and other college towns.  It is 
imperative that you get your athlete involved 
in the club scene and to get them on the best 
team possible.  If you have little passion for 
the sport you should not even consider the 
club concept.  It is expensive and you will find 
yourself traveling all over the country looking 
for top level tournaments.  It is not unusual 
to find 20 or 30 universities represented at 
the major tournaments.  The coaches under-
stand the passion and will be able to see sev-
eral hundred of the athletes in one location.  I 
considered it an investment in the future of 
my children of which both girls played col-
lege volleyball.  I paid zero for college for both 

of my kids which allowed me to make avail-
able other things like cars and insurance and 
spending money.  It was a dedication that my 
wife and I made and it found us turning a lot 
of miles.  We had to take our girls to Longview 
to play for the East Texas Elites, traveling 
some 200 miles per week just for practice.  
Again we looked at all we had to do as an in-
vestment in the success of our girls.  
Another strategy that we used was sending 
both kids to major college camps.  College 
coaches are very good at looking at talent in 
the early stages of development.  They will 
put a tag on your kid as a perspective player 
and follow them throughout their career.  Just 
remember that those opportunities are only 
there for those that pursue the proper chan-
nels.  Major college contacts will also filter 
down to the smaller colleges through major 
college coaches assistance.  For example the 
University of Texas can only recruit a small 
amount of athletes during the year because 
their squad is only so big.  When they fulfill 
their number of athletes they begin to pass 
names of skilled players to their friends that 
coach at other universities.   This pass down 
goes pretty much in one direction.  This is 
why I recommend going to major D1 camps.  
The bigger the better.  This exposure can have 
lasting effects on the future of your athletes.  
I hope this has been helpful for those that 
are considering an education paid by perfor-
mance.  As a parent and a coach I can tell you 
that saving my parents thousands of dollars 
by receiving a football scholarship was very 
pleasing and long lasting.  This was passed 
down to my two daughters and I am seeing 
the beginning of it passing to the grand kids.  
You should also demand that the coaches in 
charge of the high school programs be active 
in helping your kids get the exposure they 
need to move successfully into a college ca-
reer.  If you have a coach that refuses to pro-
mote your athletes to the proper channels I 
suggest you  begin to look for a reason.  Your 
coach should be well connected to college 
coaches and should have many contacts to 
call on during this process. To be assured 
that your child gets all the exposure they 
need to succeed I suggest that you take the 
time as a parent and make the contacts also.  
Being proactive will certainly help in getting 
your kids in front of those that are hunting 
talent.  Waiting on someone else to make it 
happen may cost your kid some value in his 
or her athletic career.  Hope this helps and if 
you have any questions I will be glad to an-
swer any that I can.  Good Luck. 
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In today’s world of big pharma and government we 
sometimes take unnecessary prescribed medication 
when natural supplements would work just as well. If 
a person were to do a little research on their ailment, 
they could usually find a natural cure that would be just 
as effective as a prescription drug, with virtually no side 
effects. With natural supplements, as Dr. David Brown-
stein states in his best selling book Natural Cures That 
Work, “You can’t poison a crucial enzyme or block an im-
portant receptor for the long term and expect a good re-
sult.” This is what prescription drugs do. Natural supple-
ments, generally, do not poison crucial enzymes or block 
important receptor sites, as do pharmacological drugs. 

Three good examples are discussed below:

Cholesterol lowering drugs (statins) have been shown 
to have potentially serious side effects. More and more 
studies are showing that lowering cholesterol is not 
having much effect on preventing heart disease. Your 
body MUST have cholesterol to live. In studies conduct-
ed since 2002 statins have reduced the chance of heart 
disease only between 0.2 – 1.7%.
Natural alternatives would be a combination of niacin, 
high-end fish oil and red rice yeast.

Another example of enzyme poisoning is for the treat-
ment of Osteoporosis with Bisphosphonates (Fosamax, 
Actonel, Zometa, Boniva) which inhibit the resorption 
of bone when bone is damaged because it then has to 
remodel, creating strong bone. These drugs do this by 
poisoning a very important enzyme, which inhibits bone 
healing. Remember, you can’t poison a very important 
enzyme for long term and expect a very good result. An-
other unbelievable fact is about half-lives of drugs ver-
sus natural supplements. The half-life of any drug (natu-
ral or synthetic) is the amount of time it takes for 50% of 
the drug to be eliminated from your body. 

Examples: Progesterone, Estradials, Testosterone takes 
5 minutes to 2.1 hours to be 50% eliminated from the 
body. 

Bisphosphonates take GREATER than 10 years for 50% 
to be eliminated from the body. So basically, the body has 
no way to get rid of these pharmaceutical drugs, which 
is the same with pesticides. Natural preventive mea-
sures for Osteoporosis consist of the correct amount of 
calcium, vitamin D, magnesium, vitamin K, vitamin B12, 
folic acid, and nattokinase as well maintaining a natural 
body Ph.

In previous articles I talked about anti-inflammatory 
drugs (NSAIDS such Ibuprofen, aspirin, etc.) These poi-
son an enzyme (cyclooxygenase) which is responsible 
for the production of prostaglandins, which play a vital 
role in most physiological processes in our body (bone 
function, blood clotting, kidney blood flow, and the list 
goes on. 

I could go on and on, but the fact remains that most pre-
scription medications poison enzymes that our bodies 
need to function properly. That is why the natural, alter-
native medicine is becoming very popular. I’m not saying 
that all prescriptions are bad, but we as Americans we 
are very over medicated by prescription drugs.

Remember, as I always say, ACTIVITY STIMULATES THE 
REPAIR OF THE BODY NATURALLY. 

La Vida Es Buena Hoy 
Life is good today.

Dr Oma Alford

BIG PHARMA
IS POISONING OUR CRUCIAL ENZYMES
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One of the spotlight players for this edition is Na-
talie Hamilton from Arkansas High School.  Na-
talie is a multi talented athlete that has amassed 
a tremendous amount of success.  Natalie start-
ed four years for the Lady Backs in softball, three 
years in tennis, earning the MVP distinction in 
2014 in tennis and 2015 in softball.  She was 
also awarded MVP in her 2015 Competitive Cheer 
competition.  Natalie was the recipient of the Jan-
ice Pope award for most dedicated female athlete 
in the 2015 season.  Along with these wonderful 
awards Natalie was a 6A all conference selection 
in 2015 as well as 6A all state and all tournament 
team.  She played on Arkansas’ softball junior all 
star team at Hendrix University in 2014.

Natalie was the 2014 Arkansas High homecom-
ing queen which shows that she is more than just 
an athlete.  She also received the merit graduate 
award.  

Examining Natalie’s softball stats you find a ca-
reer batting average of .389 and a career fielding 
average of .849.  She hammered out 32 doubles 
along with 5 home runs.  Her senior stats showed 
a strong .401 batting average with 1 home run.  
Natalie’s tennis stats found her in 4th place in 
conference girls doubles with Amanda Fincher 
and reaching the quarterfinals in girls doubles 
with the same partner.

Natalie was coached by Elizabeth Tankersley in 
softball and Mason McCloud in tennis. TCEM 
would like to also thank Amber Fenix for the won-
derful pictures.   

NATALIE
HAMILTON



Check Out Our New Website
www.sportsmagicinc.com



LUKE
WALKER

James Luke Walker (born Septem-
ber 2, 1943 in DeKalb, Texas) is a 
former pitcher in Major League 
Baseball who played between 
1965 and 1974 for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates (1965–66, 1968–73) and 
Detroit Tigers (1974). He batted 
and threw left-handed.
Walker did almost everything a pitcher is asked to do. 
He started and filled various relief roles coming out from 
the bullpen as a closer, middle reliever, and set-up man 
as well. His most productive season statistically came 
in 1970 with Pittsburgh, when he finished 15-6[1] (3-1, 
three saves in relief), while his 3.04 ERA, .714 winning 
percentage, and 7.1 hits per nine innings all ranked him 

third among National League pitchers. He also 
fired a pair of two-hit shutouts. That year, the Pi-
rates won the National League East title for their 
first post-season birth since winning the 1960 
World Series.[2] However, they were swept by the 
Cincinnati Reds in the NLCS.[3] Walker was the los-
ing pitcher in Game Two, giving up two runs (one 
unearned) in seven innings in a 3–1 Reds victory. 
Bobby Tolan scored all three Reds runs, including 
a home run off Walker in the fifth inning.[4]

In 1971, Walker went 10–8 with a 3.55 ERA for 
the 1971 World Series champion Pirates.[1][5] 
On July 18 of that year, in the second game of a 
doubleheader against the Los Angeles Dodgers at 
Three Rivers Stadium, he had a no-hitter broken 
up by a Joe Ferguson home run (the first of Fer-
guson’s Major League career) with no outs in the 
ninth. The hit was the only one he would allow in 
a 7–1 Pittsburgh victory.[6] In Game Four of that 
year’s World Series, which the Pirates won in sev-
en games over the Baltimore Orioles, Walker threw 
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the first pitch in a night game in World 
Series history. His outing was brief: Paul 
Blair, Mark Belanger and Merv Retten-
mund began the game with consecutive 
singles off Walker 
to load the bases. 
After Blair scored 
on a passed ball, 
Walker inten-
tionally walked 
Frank Robinson 
to re-load the bas-
es. He was then 
pulled after giving 
up consecutive 
sacrifice flies to 
Brooks Robinson 
and Boog Powell 
for a 3–0 Balti-
more lead. Walker 
was then taken 
out of the game.
[7] The Pirates lat-
er scored two runs in the bottom of the 
first, the tying run in the third, and the go-
ahead run (the game ended by that 4–3 
score) in the seventh, and Bruce Kison 
threw 61⁄3 scoreless innings in relief of 
Walker. The Orioles got only one hit af-
ter Walker’s departure, a Blair double off 
Kison in the second.[8]

In a nine-season career, Walker posted a 
45–47 record with a 3.65 ERA and 558 
strikeouts in 243 appearances, including 
100 starts, 16 complete games, seven 
shutouts, nine saves, and 824 innings 
pitched.[1] He was also a weak batsman, 
garnering only 11 hits in 188 at-bats for 
an .059 batting average.

How Strange the Design

One day when I was young and stupid, 
my brother and I walked down the road 
together. It was a summer day. I wore a 
green cap with a white felt M on it, the cap 
from our little league team. We walked to-
ward the general store, as usual, but that 
day we walked past it, over a short bridge 
above the river. Just past the bridge, a 
road split off from our road and climbed 
up out of the valley. The house at the in-
tersection of the two roads had spilled 
things onto the lawn, and they were for 
sale. We found a box with some baseball 
cards. The cards were all beaten up and 
featured players we’d never heard of. This 
1970 Luke Walker card was among them. 
I didn’t recognize the name. He was gone 
from the major leagues by then, and his 

brief moment in the national spotlight 
had occurred years earlier, when I’d 
been too young to notice. The obscurity 
of his name and of his worn-away face 

m a d e 
t h e 
c a r d 
s e e m 
strange 
and an-
c i e n t , 
as if 
it had 
t r a v -
e l e d 
through 
c e n t u -
ries to 
r e a c h 
m e . 
All the 
c a r d s 
w e r e 

like this. My brother and I thought we 
had found mysterious, valuable relics 
selling for pennies a piece. We thought 
we’d struck it rich.

That was over 30 years ago. Now I wake 
up early every day while it’s still dark 
so I can write a little before everything 
resumes its unstoppable forgettable 
forward lurch. I usually have about an 
hour. Sometimes I waste most or all of it. 
Sometimes I cast around the internet for 
pieces of the past. Two mornings ago in-
stead of writing I found a newspaper arti-
cle on Luke Walker from 1971. He’d won 
15 games in 1970, and in spring train-
ing before the 1971 season he brushed 
aside a reporter’s suggestion that he was 
primed to win 20 in the coming year by 
rhetorically wondering why the reporter 
was limiting him to that benchmark. Why 
not 25? This is how you feel when you’re 
young and stupid. You hold cardboard in 
your hands and it feels like great riches. 
You hold a ball in your hands and it feels 
alive. Luke Walker didn’t remotely ap-
proach 25 wins in 1971. He didn’t even 
reach double figures in wins after 1971, 
and by 1974 he had thrown his last pitch 
in the big leagues.

One day when I was young and stupid I 
walked back home with my brother, my 
pockets bulging with what seemed to be 
a fortune in unfamiliar currency from a 
vanished civilization. It was a summer 
day. I wore a green cap with a white felt M 
on it. I don’t have that cap anymore, but I 

still have the 1970 Luke Walker card that 
was in my pocket, and yesterday morn-
ing instead of writing I found a trace of a 
moment of great promise in Luke Walk-
er’s life. Most of the video containing this 
trace is taken up by pregame chatter and 
player introductions, but the very end in-
cludes the historic first pitch of the first 
night game in World Series history. The 
camera is set up behind home plate, pro-
viding a daunting view of the pitcher, a 
twitchy, bristling lefthander named Luke 
Walker. He winds and fires, and the ball 
comes in fast and with a darting down-
ward snarl to it, catching the low outside 
corner of the zone for a called strike, an 
unhittable pitch. The game is halted so 

that a suited lackey can jog onto the di-
amond and retrieve the ball for posteri-
ty, and at that point the video ends, with 
Luke Walker on the mound under the 
lights in the World Series, ahead in the 
count.
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As many of you know 
the world of competition 
doesn’t just include sports.  
As I look across our region I am interested in forms of competition no 
matter what area is involved. I have been connected to the magical 
world for some 50 years and have worked very hard to stay in perform-
ing condition through out my career.  It is this conditioning that has 
made me aware of the importance of “The Competitive Edge” in ev-
ery thing I do.  I have observed 
many magicians, thinking, “I 
believe that I can be better than 
that.”  In looking  at the defini-
tion of Competitive Edge or ad-
vantage you discover the sim-
ple idea,an Edge, or Advantage 
is something that someone has 
over its competitors, allowing 
it to generate more victories 
or wins or to become superi-
or over all others.  This “Edge” 
can come as a point total on 
the scoreboard or the amount 
of revenue collected from sales 
of products or services.  When 
looking at a business you find 
that there are two main types 
of competitive advantages or 
edges.  The competitive edge 
gives a company an advantage 
over its rivals and an ability to 
generate greater value for the 
firm and its shareholders.  The 
more sustainable the compet-
itive edge, the more difficult it 
is for competitors to neutralize 
the advantage.

It is for this reason that I am 
featuring a real life experience 
in the world of competition.  

I was thirteen years old when I attended a magic show presented by 
Mr. J. B. Bobo.  Mr Bobo entered the stage decorated by colorful ta-
bles with cartoon characters and drapes.  His show lasted some 45 
minutes to an hour using several of my classmates from the audi-
ence.  He was making scarves appear and disappear along with ropes 
that were cut and rejoined at will. He was making coins appear from 
his fingertips and dropping them into a bucket.  It made such an im-
pression on me that I began to research the art of magic.  In 1967 at 
the age of 15 I made a phone call to Mr. Bobo and ask if he would be 
interested in providing me with lessons.  His response is what ignited 
my burning desire to be “BETTER THAN HIM.”  He simply stated that 

he didn’t have time to teach anyone and politely hung the phone up.  I 
was totally shocked and disappointed at the lack of interest.  I quickly 
realized that the art of magic was very secretive and the older the 
magician the more difficult it was to get them to open up.  At that time 
in my young life I made the commitment to become great at the art 
of magic and become a competitor.  I wanted to be the school show 
magician for the four states area. 

Well my friends after a couple of visits to school officials I realized 
that it was not going to be easy, no matter how good I was, it was 
going to be very difficult to knock Mr. Bobo out of his gigs.  I quick-

ly learned that he had been 
working the schools for 
some 50 years.  That meant 
that he was there perform-
ing for the principles parents 
and possibly his or her grand 
parents.  Now that is what I 
call a COMPETITIVE EDGE.  
My solution was to offer the 
schools a second show in 
the Spring if Mr. Bobo was 
doing his show in the fall and 
vice versa.  It was accepted 
and I began to offer school 
shows as planned.  It was 
at a show at Pleasant Grove 
Elementary that I looked up 
into the bleachers and saw 
Mr. Bobo watching my show.  
That brought a state of sat-

isfaction to me 
and my feel-
ings were lifted 
when he came 
by after the 
show and paid 
me a wonderful 
c o m p l i m e n t .  
We continued 
to be friends 
until his death 
in 1996.  

Below is a his-
torical account 
of Mr. Bobo’s 
life presented 

by the Encyclopedia of Arkansas History & Culture.  What a wonderful 
man that used his creative abilities to make so many kids happy with 
his magic show.  I really miss Mr. Bobo and only wish I would have had 
more time to enjoy his friendship.      

With such a colorful name, it is small wonder that magician J. B. 
Bobo is known throughout the world. Adults across Arkansas and the 

J.B. BOBO By Roger Sheppard
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country remember him for taking his magic shows to their schools 
when they were children. Magicians around the world own copies of 
his books on coin magic, which are universally agreed to be the best 
ever written.

J. B. Bobo was born on February 11, 1910, in Texarkana (Miller Coun-
ty), where his family owned Bobo Grocery Store. He was christened 
with initials only, and he patiently explained this when anyone asked 
what they stood for. His French immigrant great-grandfather, Jean 
Beaubeaux, had anglicized the family name from the original spelling.

Bobo never really knew his father, Horace H. Bobo, who died when 
Bobo was young, but he learned later that his father knew several 
magic tricks. Bobo’s mother remarried, and she, J. B., and his sister 
moved to Chesley in Ontario, Can-
ada, when he was twelve. In each 
of the four Canadian cities where 
Bobo lived (Chesley, Hanover, 
Hamilton, and Windsor), the fam-
ily owned restaurants. Traveling 
salesmen frequently stopped at 
the restaurants, and Bobo met 
them and learned magic tricks and 
tips.

His interest in magic grew with 
each trick he learned and each 
magic show he saw. A family 
friend was an amateur magician 
who performed between movies 
at a local theater. Bobo went back, 
over and over, more to watch and study the magician than to see the 
movies. He went to see traveling medicine shows on their crude out-
door stages, which usually had a magician in their midst. Frequent 
traveling tent shows—Chautauquas—also had magicians. He went to 
every one he could. When the family lived in Windsor across the De-

troit River from Detroit, Michi-
gan—Bobo and his sister often 
took a ferry to Detroit to attend 
Sunday vaudeville performanc-
es. There, he saw many fa-
mous magicians who became 
inspirations for him to develop 
his own act and style. But he 
missed a live performance of 
Harry Houdini, which he later 
wrote was one of his biggest 
regrets in magic.

At age thirteen, Bobo discovered the famous Johnson-Smith Novelty 
Catalog, which featured many magic tricks. He ordered as many tricks 
as he could, but he could not afford many. He taught himself sleight-
of-hand tricks—with cards, balls, thimbles, and coins—because they 
were free. These were mainstays of his act for the rest of his career. 
He also completed the famous Tarbell Course, a hardback series of 
instruction books on magic. He slowly honed his magic skills, many 
self-taught. His first public appearance was a contest for amateurs at 
the Windsor Theater.

When Bobo returned to Texarkana at age nineteen, he joined a troupe 
of “stage-struck friends,” as he called them, which performed locally 

and in nearby cities. These engagements helped him develop his craft 
and performing skills. While he worked as a show card writer and dec-
orator for several retailers in Texarkana, he met Lillian Carlow. They 
were soon married, and she became part of his act. 

Bobo was asked by a producer for the Graham Music and Lyceum 
Bureau whether he and his wife could fill a contract for a magician on 
a western circuit. He agreed, and it was the beginning of their travel-
ing magic show career. The Bobos traveled throughout the western 
states, giving school shows.

After several years working for different entertainment bureaus—and 
learning the ins and outs of the school show business—the Bobos 
tired of traveling and quit to start working for themselves out of their 

Texarkana home. Building a sched-
ule in public schools was difficult in 
the early years, but their reputation 
grew, and they signed repeat book-
ings in schools in Arkansas and sur-
rounding states. They earned return 
visits because they changed every-
thing about their show from year to 
year, from new tricks and apparatus 
to new jokes and colors of silks.

At the peak of their school show 
career, they performed 400 to 450 
shows a year; this decreased to 300 
a year in later years. It is estimated 
that they gave more than 14,000 
school shows in more than fifty 

years.

In 1947, Bobo put many of his magic ideas in a book, Watch This One! 
But it was his classic book, Modern Coin Magic (1952), that earned 
him a worldwide reputation. The book has been reprinted several 
times and is still available. It was expanded by over 150 pages in 
1966 into the New Modern Coin Magic. His success in school magic 
prompted him to write a third book in 1984, The Bobo Magic Show.

Bobo was well known as an accomplished magician and comedian, 
but he also excelled as an artist, cartoonist, photographer, cinematog-
rapher, and craftsman. He designed his own flyers and posters, and 
he made many of his own trick apparatus.

Bobo endeared himself to magicians throughout the country not only 
from his writings but also by presenting lectures to magic clubs and 
conventions. His last book was virtually a manual on how to make 
a living as a school magic performer. In 2006, a DVD tribute to him 
was issued as part of a new series, The Greater Magic Video Library. 
Volume 23, named simply Bobo, features an interview with him, a 
complete children’s’ performance by him and his wife, and demon-
strations and explanations of a half-dozen of his favorite tricks.

Lillian Bobo died on August 12, 1989. They had no children. J. B. Bobo 
died on September 12, 1996, in Texarkana, where he is buried.  

I must say that I really miss my old friend and competitor.  His devo-
tion to his family and his wonderful talent had a large impact on how I 
have conducted myself in business.  I am forever thankful.
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JEFFERSON’S
NEW ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

The search for an Athletic Director can be a challenge for any district, but the administrators of 
Jefferson ISD feel as though they have made an excellent choice in deciding to bring back a grad-
uate of Jefferson High School. Antwain Jimmerson graduated from Jefferson in 1987 and was a 
member of the State Championship Bulldog team under the leadership of Coach Jerry Bennett. 
Jimmerson has proven to be very successful since then by attending The University of Tulsa and 
receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in Health and Physical Education. He then went on to coach at 
Jenks High School in Jenks, OK where he was part of 4 state championship football teams and 
one state championship basketball team as an assistant. He was rewarded with being named the 
Athletic Director and Head Football Coach at Booker T. Washington in Tulsa, OK. 
 
Rob Barnwell, Superintendent of JISD, tells of how happy he is to announce Jimmerson as the 
new Athletic Director and Head Football Coach. He states, “Coach Jimmerson has a proven record 
of success, but he is not just a good coach, as I believe he is a great person too. Our selection 
committee is very excited to see him come on board here and get to work implementing his philos-
ophies throughout our athletic program. We not only expect to see our athletic program grow to 
new heights, but we believe that Coach Jimmerson will help our students realize their dreams and 
become the best all-around young people they can be. I encourage everyone to take an opportuni-
ty to come meet Coach Jimmerson and welcome him back home to his alma mater, Jefferson ISD.”  



By Amanda Turner

 
While talking to Jimmerson he continuously expresses his 
love for the community, the kids and the school system. 
When asked about his decision to return to the East Tex-
as area and coach here in Jefferson, Jimmerson discuss-
es his love for the community even more. He explains that 
Jefferson is home and he loves being back in East Texas. 
“I have been back for about five weeks, and I feel like I hav-
en’t worked a day yet! I love everything about being here,” he 
expresses. Antwain’s father 
passed away during the 2008 
football season and he knew 
at that time that he wanted to 
be closer to his mother to help 
her out. Jimmerson goes on to 
explain that his mother is his 
“rock” and that she is an un-
believable person. “My mother 
has always pushed me to be 
the best that I could be. There 
is no doubt that she is just as 
happy about me being here, 
or possibly even more happy 
than I am about my returning 
to Jefferson.”
 
Our discussion moved on 
to talks about the new position as the Athletic Director for 
JISD. He tells about some obstacles that he may have to 
overcome, such as coaching the children of his former class-
mates. While on one hand he is very excited about it, he also 
talks about how it can be a struggle at times. However, he 
does want everyone to know that he will do whatever he can 
to help each and every student. Coach Jimmerson said, “The 
parents have to know that I have a job to do and that I do not 
take that job lightly. I will love their kids and always push 
them to be the best that they can be.” 
 
In just the short time that Jimmerson has been on the job 
he has already worked to start a few initiatives with the ath-
letics program. He feels as though each of these will impact 
the athletic program in Jefferson and help each of their stu-
dents to be successful. He is implementing weekly grade 

checks and has already seen a vast improvement. He has 
also started working on character education and has weekly 
talks with the students in the athletic program. He stated 
that they talk about all sorts of issues during those sessions 
and that it has been unbelievable to be a part of. 
 
Other initiatives include getting each of the teams involved 
in community service as he believes in the importance of giv-
ing back to the community. Jimmerson recently took part in 
a “Boys to Men Breakfast” sponsored by First Baptist Church 
in Jefferson by speaking to a group of 8th grade boys about 
growing up in Jefferson, expectations for our athletes, and 
initiatives that are being started in JISD. He will also have all 
skilled athletes that are in off-season to participate in track. 
Jimmerson believes this will help them in all of their sports. 
He wants to encourage all of their athletes to support each 
of the other sports. Since starting this initiative he has seen 
an increase in attendance at softball and baseball games 
this year. “It was outstanding to see these athletes at other 
games supporting one another,” explains Jimmerson. 
 
Being a Bulldog himself, Jimmerson reflects upon his expe-
riences as a player to this team. He was very explicit when 
explaining what he thinks it means to be a Bulldog and ex-
plains that he wants each and every student in Jefferson 
to feel the same way. “I just want our kids to always know 
what being a Jefferson Bulldog is all about! We will always 
work hard! We will always be tough! WE WILL DEFEND THE 
YARD!” As he reflects on his time on the team he remembers 
how he would see the entire community come together to 
support the school and can’t wait to be a part of that once 
again! 
 
Jimmerson also talks fondly of his former coach, Jerry Ben-

nett, and all that he learned 
from him as a player. One of 
the most important things 
he feels he learned was 
about never giving up on 
a kid. “You can be as hard 
as you want to be on a kid 
as long as you love them,” 
Jimmerson remarks. He 
goes on to explain that if 
you build relationships with 
your athletes, they under-
stand why you push them 
and expect so much of 
them. Jimmerson believes 
that once that happens, 
the kids will work even 
harder to reach those high 

expectations. Another thing he learned from Bennett was, 
“You have to make some tough decisions sometimes, but 
just make them,” he laughs. “There may be times you feel 
pressure, but you have to do what’s best for the kids so you 
might as well just make it.” Bennett also taught him that 
once your a Bulldog, you’re always a Bulldog. 
 
As we were wrapping the interview up, Jimmerson explains 
that he not only wants to see attendance and grades go up, 
but he feels like he just wants to do the best job he can for 
the kids and the community. He expressed, “I want to let ev-
eryone know that the whole athletic staff, including myself, 
are committed to building a great athletic program in Jeffer-
son, Texas. We are committed to preparing our young men 
and women for the challenges of life!” 
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Morgan chose TSU because she was 
very impressed with all the academic 
possibilities the university has to of-
fer. Although Morgan has stated she 
would like to pursue her degree in 
Sports Medicine and get certified in 
Physical Therapy, TSU’s acclaimed 
pharmacy school and its phenome-
nal law program have caught Mor-
gan’s interest. The head coach at 
TSU (Coach Pauline Banks) played 
a major role in Morgan’s decision 
because she reminds Morgan of her 
grandfather (Robert Utsey, Sr), a dil-
igent educator, whose primary goal 
was teaching excellence in academ-
ics as well as in extracurricular activ-

ities. Morgan’s drive for excellence 
was instilled in her by family and ed-
ucators at an early age. She has as-
sured Coach Banks that giving 100 
percent is all she knows and she will 
not do anything less. Morgan told 
the TSU Coach that she remembers 
her grandfather always saying, “I’m 
from Missouri the “Show Me State”- 
don’t just talk about what you can 
do-show me.  
Morgan was also very impressed 
with the track facility at TSU and 
equipment available to improve her 
techniques and help fulfill her dream 
of moving to the next level in track 
and field. Morgan will initially go in 

as a Hurdler at TSU, but 
Coach Banks made it 
clear that she is aware 
of her athletic ability in 
other areas such as 100 
meter dash; 4x100 relay; 
4x200 relay; 4x400 relay; 
Triple Jump and Long 
Jump.
Although high school is 
officially over June 4th 
with graduation, Mor-
gan will be training and 
running summer track 
with her summer league 
team D.A.U.G. (Do All 
unto Greatness) Team 
that is coached by Cliff 
Norman.
When Morgan has been 
asked who influenced 
her most to compete 
in track and field, she 
would quickly reply, “my 
sister, Taylor Utsey.” And 
when asked “if it has 
been hard to follow in 
her sister’s footsteps be-
cause she was phenom-
enal,” Morgan’s respond-
ed, “Taylor always told 
me to make people know 

who “I” was.” Not only did she want 
me to be better than she, but Taylor 
has also reiterated that I remain a 
lady off the field but a “BEAST” on 
the track!!!! 

There’s a quote from Allyson Felix 
that basically states how Morgan 
feels about track:  “I HAVE LEARNED 
THAT TRACK DOESN’T DEFINE 
ME, MY FAITH DEFINES ME.   I’M 
RUNNING BECAUSE I HAVE BEEN 
BLESSED WITH A GIFT.”

Morgan is the daughter of Lesa Ut-
sey-Williams and William Pernell.

LIBERTY EYLAU
SIGNEES
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Sydney Guest:  Softball
(Ouachita Baptist University) 
 
Sydney was a key asset for the Lady Leopard softball team 
as a tremendous athlete who can play any position on the 
field.  Sydney hit 471 and had .998 fielding percentage this 
year.  She has a great work ethic, positive attitude, and was 
instrumental in the Lady Leopards’ playoff run. Sydney 
plans on majoring in kinesiology and becoming a fitness 
trainer. She is the daughter of James and Angie Guest.

Donelle Hoof, D.Q Steels: Football
(Ouachita Baptist University)
Donelle Hoof – Donelle rushed for 1,511 yards on 189 car-
ries as a senior.  He averaged 8 yards per carry and scored 
13 touchdowns for the Leopards.  His longest run from 
scrimmage was an 89-yard touchdown in a playoff game.  
Donelle had 13 catches for 161 yards and 1 receiving touch-
down, and he returned 10 kickoffs for 132 yards.  Donelle is 
not only a leader on the football field but also a leader at the 
high school campus and in the community. Donelle plans 
on majoring in kinesiology and attending physical therapy 
school. He is the son of Monique and Kevin Florence.

D.Q. Steels – D.Q. missed all of his senior season due to a 
serious knee injury but still caught the eye of many recruit-
ers with his athletic ability as a junior.  D.Q played tailback 
and corner for the Leopards and rushed for 602 yards on 
99 attempts with 4 touchdowns during his junior year.  He 
had 8 receptions for 110 yards and 1 touchdown.  D.Q also 
had 4 punt returns for 105 yards and 1 TD.  On the defensive 
side he had 15 tackles and caused a fumble.  Although D.Q. 
was sidelined his senior year, he played a major role in the 
success of the Leopards this year through his leadership 
abilities.  D.Q. plans on majoring in kinesiology and attend-
ing physical therapy school. He is the son of Demetria and 
Wilchris Harmon.
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TEXARKANA RUNNING CLUB
FIRST ANNUAL TRIATHALON
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TEXARKANA, Texas – On the heels of an impressive 10-2-3 first 
season, Texas A&M University-Texarkana announced today the 
hiring of Don Koontz as its new head women’s soccer coach. 
Koontz replaces Steve Golas who left in May to become assis-
tant women’s soccer coach at the University of Wisconsin at 
Milwaukee.

Koontz comes to A&M-Texarkana from Sul Ross State Univer-
sity in Alpine, Texas, where he served as head women’s soccer 
coach and assistant director of recre-
ational sports. While at Sul Ross, he also 
served as an assistant cross country and 
track coach, training the distance and mid-
dle-distance runners. 

From 2010-13, Koontz served as head soc-
cer coach at the University of the South-
west in Hobbs, New Mexico, where he re-
built the soccer program and reached the semifinals of the Red 
River Athletic Conference championships for the first time since 
2006 for the women and 2005 for the men. During the 2012 and 
2013 seasons at Southwest, he had 38 academic all-conference 
players, four National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
National Scholar Athletes and six Red River Athletic Conference 
All-Conference Team members.

Koontz grew up just north of Houston in Conroe, Texas, where 
he excelled in soccer and track and field at Conroe High School, 
ranking among the top 10 runners nationally at 800 meters and 
in the mile. 

He received a track and field scholarship to Texas Tech Universi-
ty, where he was a two-time All-Southwest Conference 800-meter 
runner and member of the Texas Tech men’s soccer team that 

won the National Intramural-Recreational Sports Association 
National Championship in 1997.

After his time at Texas Tech, Koontz played for the semi-profes-
sional Lubbock Lazers and Lubbock Sanddevils. He went on to 
play for various Premier Development League and United Soc-
cer League teams, most notably the Arizona Sahuaros, where he 
helped the team win the National Premier Soccer League cham-
pionship in 2003 and finish as runner-up in 2004.

After his playing career, Koontz began coaching club soccer 
and working on his U.S. Soccer Federation licenses. He earned 
the A license in 2008 and became the director of coaching for 
the South Caprock Blitz and the Lubbock Lonestar Soccer Club, 
where his teams competed in the Dallas Classic and Lake High-
lands League respectively. He coached five years with the New 
Mexico and Region IV Olympic Development Programs and two 
seasons with the Premier Arena Soccer League’s Lonestar semi-
pro indoor soccer team.

Koontz, who is a member of the National Soccer Coaches As-
sociation of America, earned his master’s degree in kinesiology 
from Sul Ross State University and a bachelor’s degree in exer-
cise science from Texas Tech University.

A&M-Texarkana Athletics Director Michael Galvan said the uni-
versity is thrilled to have Koontz joining the Eagles coaching 
staff.

“Don has been a head soccer coach, has started a soccer pro-
gram, and has recruiting ties throughout 
Texas and the Southwest region,” Galvan 
said. “I believe he will be a trailblazer for 
our women’s soccer program.”

Dr. Emily Cutrer, president of A&M-Texar-
kana, said students, faculty, staff and the 
community are ready for all of the univer-
sity’s student athletes to arrive on campus 

and begin practice.

“We are delighted to have someone with Coach Koontz’s expe-
rience join the A&M-Texarkana community,” Dr. Cutrer said. “We 
hope the entire region will join us for what promises to be an ex-
citing season of women’s soccer and an exciting year of sports 
at the university.”

Koontz said he is excited to get in on the ground floor of the 
growing athletic program at A&M-Texarkana.

“Texarkana already feels like home to me. We’re in an excellent 
position to recruit great soccer players from throughout Texas, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and other areas in the nation, 
and I plan to reach out to every single one of them.”
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TEXAS A&M TEXARKANA
HIRES NEW SOCCER COACH

Texas A&M University-Texarkana Athletics Director Michael Galvan 
(right) presents an Eagles logo shirt to new soccer Coach Don Koontz.
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I have often noticed in 
the Texarkana Gazette 
stories proclaiming the 
discovery of large dia-
monds unearthed at the 
Murfreesboro, Arkansas 
crater of diamonds.  In 
thinking back some 50 
years I can only remem-
ber a small number of 
times that a sizable 
diamond was found.  
This is what you call 
a rare find in the rock 
and minerals world.  I 
have spent lots time at 
the Crater of Diamonds 
State park and I call 
tell you that I have nev-
er found anything that 
looks like a diamond.  I 
was searching through 
some information the 

other day and made a wonderful discovery of a player in the past from 
Linden.  He is a 6’9” forward/center from Texas A&M University.  He 
was selected in the fifth round of the 1966 NBA Draft by the Baltimore 
Bullets.  He never played in the NBA, however spending his entire ca-
reer with the rival American Basketball Association.  

This rare finds name is John Michale Beasley 
(born February 5, 1944 in Texarkana, Texas).  
John played seven seasons (1967-1974) in the 
ABA as a member of the Dallas Chaparrals and 
Utah Stars, making ABA All-Star game appear-
ances in 1968, 1969, and 1979.  He was named 
Most Valuable Player of the 1969 game, follow-
ing his 19 point and 14 rebound performance 
for the West squad.  Beasley scored 6,909 total 
points and grabbed 4,257 total rebounds in his 
career.
In the summer of 1971, a merger between the 
NBA and ABA appeared imminent. Basketball 
Weekly reported that: “The American basket-
ball public is clamoring for a merger. So are the 
NBA and ABA owners, the two commissioners 
and every college coach. The war is over. The 
Armistice will be signed soon.”

In this short-lived congenial atmosphere, the 
two leagues agreed to play pre-season inter 
league exhibition games for the first time. Even 
though the merger talks fell apart before the 
1971-72 season, the ABA vs. NBA exhibition 
games stayed alive. In the very first NBA vs. ABA game on September 
21, 1971 (photo above left), Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (#33) and the NBA 
Milwaukee Bucks barely squeaked past John Beasley (#44) and the 
ABA Dallas Chaparrals, 106-103.

During the first few years of the rivalry, most of the inter league games 
were played in ABA arenas. The NBA simply did not want to showcase 
(and legitimize) the ABA in front of NBA fans. On the other hand, ABA 
cities were happy to host well-known NBA teams. The games attract-
ed extra fans, made money, and painted the ABA as “major league.” 
Results from the first few years were not highly publicized by either 
league. Again, the NBA did not want to promote the fact that its teams 
were competing against ABA teams. And the ABA was red-faced be-
cause its teams lost most of the early games.

However, in the later years of the rivalry, the tide began to turn. 
Buoyed by younger, better talent and (in many cases) the home court 
advantage, ABA teams began winning most of the games. Over the 
last three seasons of the rivalry, the ABA steadily pulled ahead: 15-10 
(in 1973), 16-7 (in 1974), and 31-17 (in 1975). The ABA won the overall 
interleague rivalry, 79 games to 76.

John Beasley set several Southwest Conference and Texas A&M bas-
ketball scoring records during his collgiate career, breaking all exist-
ing records in both scoring and rebounding in 1966.

John attended Linden-Kildare high school be-
fore attending Texas A&M.  For all of his ABA 
heroics, however, Beasley is most proud of 
his accomplishments and association with 
his alma mater.  Growing up in far Northeast 
Texas, Beasley had little knowledge of and 
no ties to Texas A&M.  But he was impressed 
that former A&M coach Bob Rogers was will-
ing to make the drive from College Station to 
Kildare on a weekly basis kjust to visit with 
him.  And once Beasley visited A&M for him-
self, he quickly fell in love with Aggie land.

“Bob Rogers came to see me every Wednes-
day for most of the year,” Beasley said.  “I got 
close to him, and then I visited Texas A&M 
and went to a football game.  The spirit and 
the tradition sold me almost immediately.  I 
was coming form Little ol’ Linden-Kildare 
High School, and when I saw all of the spirit 
and traditions of A&M, I knew it was the right 
place for me.  Then when I got down there, 
I was even more impressed.  Back when I 
played, the gym was packed, the band cane 

and played loud, and it was a happening.  I guess I was so impressed 
with what was happening all around me that it kind of took my fresh-
man and sophomore year to really understand what I needed to do on 
the basketball floor. 

Once Beasley figured it out, he was practically unstoppable.  He was 
solid as a sophomore, averaging 12.3 points and 9.5 rebounds as the 
Aggies won the 1964 Southwest Conference championship in Shelby 
Metcalf’s first season as head coach.  It was in his final two seasons, 
however, when Beasley etched his name permanently in the Texas 
A&M and SWC record books.

Beasley still owns a number of Texas A&M records, including career 
rebounding average (10.8) and 5th in career scoring with 1593 points.
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University receives funding for con-
struction, nursing and student success

 
TEXARKANA, Texas – Texas A&M University-Texarkana today 
announced three major university initiatives funded by the 2015 
Texas Legislature, pending Gov. Greg Abbott’s signature later this 
month.  These initiatives will enhance the university’s mission of 
raising the higher education attainment level in the region, while 
also having a significant impact on economic development and 
quality of life in the local area.
 
Dr. Emily Cutrer, president of A&M-Texarkana, along with state 
Rep. Gary VanDeaver and Travis Ransom, district director for 
state Sen. Kevin Eltife, made the announcement on the Texarka-
na campus.
 
Dr. Cutrer said the university is expected to receive $32 million 
in funding for a new academic complex to house an expanded 
nursing program, academic classrooms and laboratories. The 
building will accommodate enrollment growth in science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) programs and 
health-affiliated disciplines that require specialized laboratory 
space.
 
In addition, the university will receive $1.8 million to expand its 
Registered Nursing to Bachelor of Science in Nursing (RN to 
BSN) program to also include a full four-year program to meet 
the needs of students and the local medical community.
 
“The expanded program will accommodate students who want a 
four-year university experience and a nursing degree,” Dr. Cutrer 
said. “Many of our best and brightest students in the region will 
now have an additional reason to stay here and make significant 
contributions to our local economy. Because we are a destina-
tion campus, we also will attract students from outside of the 
region who desire a four-year nursing degree.”
 
The university is developing a generic baccalaureate degree in 

nursing for initial nursing licensure, Dr. Kathy Missildine, associ-
ate dean of STEM and director of nursing, explained, adding that 
students can enroll now in the pre-nursing curriculum leading to 
this degree.
 
“Legislative funding will be used to develop the infrastructure, in-
cluding classrooms and simulation laboratories, and for course 
and program development,” Dr. Missildine said.
 
“We plan to admit students from our pre-nursing program to the 
first actual nursing courses in summer 2017. Tentatively, we will 
admit 30 students in the first cohort. In the second year, we plan 
to admit an additional 35 students and another 40 students in 
the third year.”
 
Dr. Cutrer also announced $1.65 million in funding to expand and 
enhance student success initiatives at the university.
 
“Since opening our campus to freshmen and sophomores in 
2010, we have piloted a number of student success initiatives 
that were funded in part by gifts and grants,” Dr. Cutrer said.
 
“The additional funding from the legislature will help us add 
more bridge programs for high school and community-college 
students transitioning to the university, coordinated internship 
opportunities, and integrated high-impact practices such as un-
dergraduate research and community service learning,” Dr. Cutrer 
said.
 
“We’ll also have an opportunity to grow our tutoring services and 
our supplemental instruction academic assistance program that 
uses peer-assisted study sessions to enhance student learning.”
 
Dr. Cutrer expressed appreciation to Rep. VanDeaver, Sen. Eltife 
and colleagues at The Texas A&M University System for their ef-
forts on behalf of the university.
 
“Rep. VanDeaver and Sen. Eltife truly championed the mission 
of A&M-Texarkana at the Capitol,” Dr. Cutrer said. “We are so very 
fortunate to have their outstanding leadership and representa-
tion.”
 
Dr. Cutrer also thanked local leaders from the chamber of com-
merce, city and county, students and others who participated in 
“Bowie County Days” at the State Capitol.
 
“We simply would not have had this much success without your 
encouragement, support and advocacy,” she said.
 
As a member of The Texas A&M University System, Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Texarkana is a comprehensive regional university that provides students 
with academically challenging, engaging and rewarding educational ex-
periences through quality teaching, scholarship, student support services, 
co-curricular programming, research and service.

Texas A&M University-Texarkana 
Announces Economic Impact
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DIAMONDS ARE 
A GIRL’S BEST FRIEND

Ask any man, married or single, what catches a woman’s 
eye quicker than anything, and the number one answer is 
likely to be a diamond.  Yet they are expensive and right-
ly so, because mining for diamonds is tough.  Inquire of  
any prospector that has ever ravaged the earth looking 
for one, or even any weekend prospector that has visited 
the Crater of Diamonds State Park in Murfreesboro, Ar-
kansas.  It is often a muddy, uncomfortable task where 
the reward is not commensurate with the effort put forth 
to obtain it.  Yet there is one young lady that shines so 
bright in Northeast Texas, she has made prospectors of 
a different kind come to the diamond to find her.  Carlee 
Ratcliff is one true gem that showcases her talents every 
weekend that she takes to the softball field, and specta-
tors are treated every time that she is on display.  
The main question that intrigued me from the start about 
interviewing an athlete of Carlee’s age was “How do you 
know someone is so good, so early?’  Her dad John tells a 
story about Eddie Avery, who was umpiring a T-Ball game 
of which she was partici-
pating.  Eddie pointed at her 
and told John that girl was 
the best player that he had 
ever seen, not knowing that 
it was John’s daughter.  The 
focus, the athletic ability, 
the drive and the determina-
tion all came naturally and 
early for Carlee. 

When she was playing In 
8U league, she started out 
with the Rockettes in New Boston, TX.  Yet as she played 
tournaments and gained exposure in softball leagues 
around the area, other coaches became aware of the spe-
cial talent that she possessed.  Teams from other towns 
kept calling and wanting her to play for them.  The Pix-
ie Chicks, Bad Company, American Freedom, Explosion, 
Impact Gold and the Louisiana Rippers just to name a 
few.  There may have been many teams over the past 
few years, but there has been one consistent coach and 
that has been Jared Stringer.  Jared tells of a time when 
he was coaching another team, and they were playing 
against Carlee’s team.  It was the last inning and his team 
was at bat.  He was coaching first base, they had bases 
loaded, two outs and their best hitter was at the plate.  
Down by one run, he knew that they were going to win the 
game, because the odds were stacked in his favor.  Car-
lee was playing first base that day, when the batter lofts 

a soft fly ball down the first base line toward the 
dugout.  Carlee takes off running and dives for the 
ball.  As she catches the ball, she curls up and rolls 
full force into the fence and manages to hang on 
for the final out.  Game over, Coach Stringer loses, 
but he goes over to Carlee, helping her up from the 
ground and tells her “that was the best play that 
he has ever seen.”  Not too long after that incident, 
Carlee made the decision that she wanted to play 
for Coach Stringer instead of against him.  Now 
he has first hand experience on just how talented 
“Ratt” is on and off the softball field.  He describes 
her as “extremely talented”, with “tons of God given 
natural abilities.” and “a game changer.”  Any time 
there is a need to make something happen on the 
base paths, at the plate or in the field, Carlee is the 
one he calls on to get it done.  Coach Stringer says 
that he sees this on a consistent basis in practice 

when she wants “just one 
more” ground ball or “just 
one more” time to hit.  Her 
work ethic and attitude 
permeates to every play-
er on her team, and she 
instantly makes any team 
that she plays for a better 
one. There are not enough 
superlatives in the English 
language to describe how 
much of an impact she 

has made on his life, but 
one item is for certain, he is proud of her and quick 
to tell anyone else how he feels.  

Her hitting coach Mikie Catron describes her as 
“competive, with a ton of drive”.  His knowledge of 
the game, and the father of a daughter who plays at 
McNeese State University, Mr. Catron speaks with 
an insight that is rare in today’s society.  He com-
mutes from Mineola to the Berry Camp in Atlanta 
once and sometimes even twice a week to coach 
players and softball teams.  He has a passion for 
the athletes in Northeast Texas, and while he is in-
terested in the individual improvement of players, 
he is more concerned with how they function as a 
team.  He is the coach of American Freedom, and 
he has been giving Carlee hitting lessons for a num-
ber of years.  He explains that Carlee’s bat speed 
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is one thing that sets her apart from 
players her age.  Clocked at 77 mph, her 
swing is more like that of a 20 year old 
collegiate softball player.  He has even 
seen her snap the handle off a brand new 
softball bat.  Her situational awareness 
and ability to think ahead is another attri-
bute that serves her well in competition, 
At the time of our interview with Carlee, 
she was awaiting word if she had made 
the Midwest Region team for USA Elite.  
She had traveled to McKinney, TX on 
February 7 of this year to participate in 
a USA Elite Select Tryout for the Midwest 
Regional Team.  They evalu-
ated softball players on their 
footwork, their hitting, their 
speed, their aim, their target 
and their accuracy.  Jenny 
Gladding, Coach of the USS-
SA Pride, was on hand to 
offer advice and encourage-
ment to all of the athletes.  
Carlee had the top speed of 
all athletes from home to 
home in her age division.  
Out of 125 participants, she 
garnered Top Performer ac-
colades at that tryout, and 
was anxiously awaiting for 
the live announcement of 
the team to be made on 26 
May 2015.  Not all Top Per-
formers are picked for the 
Regional Team, but much 
to her delight, her name was 
called on that night along 
with 14 other girls to play 
in the 2015 All American 
Games in Kissimmee, Florida and repre-
sent the Midwest Regional Team.  The 
All American Games will be held the 13th 
through the 16th of July.  The Team will 
compete against seven other Regional 
Teams for the All American Title.  

Although this will be an honor to play for 
the team and for the prestige associat-
ed with it, it will not be Carlee’s first trip 
to Florida.  In 2014, she went with the 

Louisiana Rippers to play in the United 
States Fastpitch Association (USFA) 
World Series in Panama City Beach, and 
they came away as undefeated Class A 
National Champions.  During the Tour-
nament the Rippers scored 47 runs and 
only allowed 8 to cross home plate.  She 
is no stranger to winning no matter how 
much the competition improves from 
year to year.  

She is utilized at Shortstop, at third base 
and at catcher, because her softball IQ 
is just off the charts for such a young 

woman.  Experienced coaches, interest-
ed parents and a hunger for the game 
have inspired her to learn and to absorb 
all of the knowledge that she can about 
the game.  Yet her abilities do not stop 
once she crosses the foul line, because 
her participation in all sports earn her 
recognition as well.  As a seventh grader 
at New Boston Middle School, she partic-
ipated on the Volleyball Team, the Bas-
ketball Team and the Track Team.  She 

was the All Around Setter and Front Row 
Hitter for Volleyball, and ran the 100 Me-
ter Hurdles, the 4 x 100 Relay Team and 
the 4 x 200 Relay Team in Track.  As if 
this was not enough, she is also a Cheer-
leader.

We wish Carlee the best as she continues 
her softball career and looks to succeed 
at every level.  With the anticipation of a 
four year old at Christmas, I look forward 
to turning on the television in six years 
watching one of our own participate in 
the Women’s College World Series.  The 
abilities are evident, and with coaches 
like Mr. Catron and Mr. Stringer pushing 
her to excel, she could really be a special 
talent in the years to come,

Carlee is the daughter of John and Kel-
ly Ratcliff from New Boston, TX and she 
has a sister, Hannah.  Her grandparents 
are Larry and Connie Ratcliff from New 
Boston, TX and Bobby and Melissa Mor-
phis from Marion, AR.  She and her family 
attend Rock Creek Baptist Church in New 
Boston, TX.
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There are certain events and people that have a tenden-
cy to standout in your memory and I would like to share 
a person that I have followed for years.  It was my 1971 
football season at Hooks High School on a Friday night 
lining up to play the Atlanta Rabbits.  The Rabbits were 
dressed in their home colors of maroon and white that 
made them look extremely huge.  Entering the field for 
pre-game warm up was a stocky built fellow that was 
warming up kicking field goals.  He was one of those 
kickers that kicked with the toe of his shoe instead 
of the side winder soccer style.  He was a high ener-
gy player starting at fullback as well as linebacker on 
defense.  The night started with a bang with us receiv-
ing the kickoff and moving the ball 
down the field to score early.  I was 
playing quarterback and my wide 
receiver was Ronald Larry.  We 
were throwing almost every down 
because it was mighty tough trying 
to run up the middle.  It seemed 
that every time we did try to run the 
middle that stocky boy would stuff 
us for a loss.  I could tell early that 
we were in for a long night.  Need-
less to say we suffered defeat that 
night at the hands of the Atlanta 
Rabbits and this is were the story 
advances.  

After the 1971 season I was being recruited to play quar-
terback for the SMU Mustangs.  The head coach at that 
time was Hayden Fry and his East Texas recruiter and 
assistant coach was Jerry Moore.  Coach Moore was 
also recruiting Ted Thompson from Atlanta, the stocky 
gentleman I have been writing about.  It was after my 
visit to the SMU campus that I received a call from Ted 
suggesting that we become roommates should I decide 
to follow him to Dallas.  I decided to attend Louisiana 
Tech in Ruston, Louisiana to join my brother there. That 
was the last time I saw Ted in person.  Ted played his 
college career at Southern Methodist University start-
ing three years at linebacker intercepting seven pass-
es.  During his senior year he served as captain of the 
team and was also the place kicker. As an un-drafted 
free agent in 1975, Ted was signed by the Houston Oil-
ers.  The Oilers’ GM and  head coach was Bum Phillips, 
who had briefly coached Ted at SMU, Thompson won a 

spot as a back-up linebacker and special teams player 
with the Oilers.  He held this position for 10 years.  Al-
though he only started eight games during is career, he 
provided durable play in 146 of 147 games.  In a 1980 
game against th New York Jets, Thompson success-
fully converted four extra-point attempts as the emer-
gency kicker.  In 1992 Ted was hired by Ron Wolf as a 
scout for the Green Bay Packers.  Thompson scouted 
for the Packers through the 1999 season when former 
Packers’ head coach Mike Holmgren recruited Thomp-
son to join the Seattle Seahawks.  During his time with 
the Packers as a scout, The Packers advanced to the 
playoffs six times, participating in tow Super Bowls 
and winning Super Bowl XXXI.  Ted worked for the 

Seahawks as Vice President 
of Football operations, also 
heading Seattle’s scouting de-
partment and running the draft 
boards.  He worked alongside 
former Packers and Seahawks 
coach Mike Holmgren, who was 
Seattle’s GM at the time.  

 Thompson replaced Mike Sher-
man as general manager of the 
Packers in 2005. When Thomp-
son was hired the Packers were 
over the salary cap for the up-
coming 2005 season. Some of 
Thompson’s first decisions in-

cluded declining to re-sign starting guard Marco Rivera 
and releasing starting guard Mike Wahle and starting 
safety Darren Sharper, three key components of the 
team’s three-time NFC North division championship 
team. Thompson’s first draft netted a quarterback in 
first round pick Aaron Rodgers, as well as defensive 
starters in safety Nick Collins and linebacker Brady 
Poppinga. The drafting of Rodgers was especially 
notable in that he had been expected to be selected 
much earlier in the draft but wound up falling to the late 
first round. In free agency following the draft, Thomp-
son signed low-priced players, picking up guards Matt 
O’Dwyer and Adrian Klemm to make up for the losses 
of Wahle and Rivera. However, O’Dwyer was cut during 
training camp, and Klemm was benched towards the 
end of the season. Thompson acquired several free 
agents during the season that proved more successful, 
including running back Samkon Gado, tight end Donald 
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gled to overcome injuries at numerous offensive skill po-
sitions, most notably season-ending injuries to #1 running 
back Ahman Green, #2 RB Najeh Davenport and #1 wide 
receiver Javon Walker, and Green Bay finished the season 
with a 4-12 record, the worst record for the franchise since 
1991.

Thompson’s first action during the 2006 offseason was 
the firing of head coach Mike Sherman, stating “This was 
more thinking in terms of where we are and where we need 
to get to.”  Sherman was replaced on January 12, 2006 by 
Mike McCarthy, who came to the Packers after previous-
ly serving in the role of offensive coordinator for both the 
San Francisco 49ers’ 32nd-ranked offense and New Orle-
ans Saints. McCarthy also served as quarterback coach 
for the Packers in 1999, 
giving him hands-on ex-
perience with franchise 
quarterback Brett Favre 
and some familiarity 
with Thompson.  The 
hiring was considered a 
surprise to many in NFL 
circles, as McCarthy was 
not considered a prime 
head coaching candi-
date despite the number 
of head coaching vacan-
cies.

For you that have fol-
lowed Ted Thompson’s 
career you know that 
he has become a well 
respected manager of 
talent in the National 
Football League.  His de-
cisions and ideas have 
lead to a very success-
ful franchise.  The Green 
Bay Packers Board of 
Directors is the organi-
zation that serves as the 
owner of record for the 
Green Bay Packers of the 
National Football League 
(NFL). The Packers have 
been a publicly owned, 
non-profit corporation 
since August 18, 1923. 
The corporation currently 
has 360,584 stockhold-
ers, who collectively own 
5,011,557 shares of stock 
after the last stock sale of 
2011–2012. There have 
been five stock sales, in 
1923, 1935, 1950, 1997, 
and 2011. Shares in 
1923 sold for $5 apiece, 
while in 1997 they were 

sold at $200 each and in 2011, $250 each.  Judging by the 
inflation of stock prices you would consider the Packers 
a pretty good investment.  It is very pleasing watching a 
home town boy direct such a successful organization and 
will probably go down in history as the most competitive 
ever.  I often look back and wonder how my life would have 
changed had I decided to follow this unique man to SMU.  
That thought only lasted a very short time because I feel 
that my life has been well served.  Good luck to Ted Thomp-
son in his continued life and I am proud to know that I was 
a very small part of his life.   
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